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Introduction 

Thank you for your interest in Suffolk Craft Society. This information sheet aims to 

help you think about whether membership is right for you and how you might apply.  

 

Suffolk Craft Society was formed in 1970 to promote the value and importance of 

contemporary crafts and to support individual craftspeople in the creation of their 

work. The Society supports approximately 90 makers working in a wide variety of 

craft disciplines. 

 

Aims 

Suffolk Craft Society aims to  

● promote good design and fine workmanship in crafts 

● advance the careers of the society’s craft members 

● recruit new makers who demonstrate excellence in crafts 

● promote the education and training of craft workers 

● inform and educate the public about crafts 

● provide financial assistance to members through a Small Business Grant 

scheme 

 

Membership criteria 

We invite applications from professional makers based in Suffolk and surrounding 

counties whose work shows 

● aesthetic rigour 

● technical expertise 

● originality in craft practice 

● a high degree of craft making skills 

● willingness to challenge themselves in exploring ideas and concepts 

and who can demonstrate 

● capacity and willingness to contribute to Suffolk Craft Society 

In addition, we welcome applications from makers whose work 

● has a particular sustainable focus 

 

Membership benefits 

Membership offers individual makers the opportunity to be part of respected network 

that values skill, creativity, and innovation in making, a dedicated profile page in the 

Makers’ Directory on our website, and a strong digital presence. We typically hold 

exhibitions at three different venues across the county each year, where members 



 

 

are able to show their work, and in latter years have shown selected members’ work 

at nationally respected events including London Craft Week and Made London.  

 

Costs 

Membership of Suffolk Craft Society costs £100 per year. The society takes 35% 

commission on all work sold through our exhibitions and there is an administration / 

hanging fee which varies according to the exhibition. There is an application 

administration charge of £15. 

 

Application process 

Membership of Suffolk Craft Society is selective. Application is open to any maker 

permanently living or working in Suffolk and the surrounding counties who can 

demonstrate that they meet the membership criteria.  

 

The application process is open twice yearly: from 1st-31st January and 1st-31st July. 

If you want to apply you will be required to complete an application form and submit 

it, along with up to 8 images of your work and the administration fee, by the deadline. 

Applications are assessed by the committee against the membership criteria, and all 

applicants who have demonstrated that they meet these criteria are invited to an 

interview.  

 

Interviews are held in March and September, using the online platform Zoom and 

take approximately 20 minutes. The interview panel comprises a selection of 

members of the committee, and will always include someone working in the same 

medium or discipline as the applicant. The interview provides an opportunity for a 

discussion between you and the panel and aims to gain a deeper understanding of 

how you meet the criteria and how your membership might by mutually beneficial.  

 

Timeline 2026 

Round 1  

Applications open 1st – 31st January 

Interviews  w/c 9th March  

Successful applicants notified  w/c 16th March 

Round 2  

Applications open 1st – 31st July 

Interviews  w/c 7th September  

Successful applicants notified  w/c 14th September 

 

Application form 

The application form can be downloaded from the website once the application 

window is open. It is aimed at providing a way for you, as a prospective member, to 

demonstrate how you meet the membership criteria. We ask applicants to  

• tell us about  

o your practice   



 

 

o your training and background 

o your ambitions  

o why you are applying 

• submit images of your work 

 

It is important that you think deeply about the criteria and use your answers and 

images to tell us how you meet them. If you don’t demonstrate that you meet the 

criteria sufficiently we will not be able to accept you as a member.  

Here are some prompts to help: 

● Aesthetic rigour – think about design, composition, form, coherence 

● Technical expertise – think about how you have developed your expertise  

● Originality in craft practice – think about what makes your work different 

● a high degree of craft making skills – think about your material and your 

approach  

● Willingness to challenge themselves in exploring ideas and concepts – 

think about how you develop new ideas and how you will develop your 

practice in the future 

● Capacity and willingness to contribute to Suffolk Craft Society – think 

about mutual benefits and wider purpose  

● Has a particular sustainable focus – this is not a requirement so only tell us 

about sustainability within your practice if it is a key element of your work 

 

Images 

We ask applicants to send up to 8 images with their application and to list them on 

the application form. Images should be sent as jpeg or png files and the file names 

must be in the following format: 

 

Your name. Title of work. Date made. Name of photographer 

For example:  

Joe Bloggs. Large winter pot. 2023. Image by Jane Smith 

Sue Jones. Seven birds. 2022. Image by the artist 

 

If you do not label your files in this way we may not be able to match your images to 

your application and we will not be able to progress your application for membership. 

As with your written answers, please think about how your images help to 

demonstrate that you meet the membership criteria. 

 

If your application is successful these images will be passed on to our Web Manager 

and Social Media Coordinator to form the basis of your profile on our website and for 

use in our social media. They will be in touch with you about this. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Application fee 

We ask for a small fee of £15 to help cover the costs of administering the application 

process. This is payable by bank transfer when you submit your application. Please 

reference your payment with your surname so that we can match your payment to 

your application. If you do not do this we will not be able to progress your application. 

 

Data protection 

The information you provide in your application will not be shared or used for other 

purposes. 

 

Questions 

If you have any questions please contact us; we are always happy to help 

prospective members and answer your questions. Email the New Membership 

Secretary, Hassina Khan: hassina@hassinakhanglass.com  

 

Ready to apply? 

• Download the application form from our website, complete it and return it by 

the deadline to secretary@suffolkcraftsociety.org  

• Send your images, with the correct file names, via WeTransfer or a similar 

service to secretary@suffolkcraftsociety.org 

• Pay the administration fee of £15 by bank transfer, referencing the payment 

with your surname, to: 

Account name: Suffolk Craft Society 

Sort code: 20-98-07 

Account number: 90844160 
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